
DEVELOPMENT  SUPPORT OFFICES 
 

KIBANDA– European Spiritan Centre for Development Cooperation 
 

 

 

Kibanda is a non-profit organization (Non-profit Association) created in 2001 
by the Union of Europe Constituencies UCE). It is based in Brussels with a legal personality completely 
independent of the Congregation. However, it is firmly linked to the Congregation in the sense that 
the Council is appointed by the General Assembly and that most of the members of the General 
Assembly are Spiritans. Kibanda's mission is to support Spiritan development projects by:  

Act as a brokerage agency between Southern circumscriptions and Northern donor organizations.  

Generate income from private donors through a quarterly newsletter; - provide technical support at 
different stages of the project life cycle.  

The office has a full-time Spiritan Executive Director and a part-time lay professional working half a 
day a week on a voluntary basis. The ECU finances the running costs of Kibanda. 

CESS - European Spiritan Solidarity Account 
 

The CESS (European Spiritan Solidarity Account), a fund financed by the UCE 
that supports the life and other basic needs of Spiritans in the Southern 
Hemisphere. The fund was created in 2002, as a more equitable form of 

solidarity than the direct assistance of Spiritans from Europe to the South and is administered 
by the Executive Director of Kibanda from the same office in Brussels. It provides an extremely 
important service to the Congregation because it seems to be the most useful body among 
the above-mentioned bodies to meet the needs of the constituencies. 

SOMA - Spiritan Office for Mission Advancement 
 

SOMA, was created in 2013 as an umbrella entity including the pre-existing Spiritan 
Foundation, and is an initiative of the United States Province with the following 
functions:  

Coordination of the participation of Spiritans in the annual program of missionary cooperation of the 
United States Bishops' Conference (calls to parish mission) to help the missionary priorities of the 
United States Province. 

Assist the provincial communications office, especially with marketing and fundraising for mission 
and Development. 

Act as a fiscal agent for spirited mission projects around the world. 



Offer Technical support for spiritualist missionary projects abroad, directly and through American 
foundations.   

Raising project-specific funds for the spiritual mission projects through individual philanthropy, 
events, Spiritan friends and benefactors, other Spiritans, parish groups,  and other entities 
supporting Catholic evangelization..  

SOMA supports evangelization and pastoral work in spirituality as well as development work 
throughout the spiritual world. The office staff includes a Spiritan development officer, a part-time 
director and three part-time employees. SOMA is incorporated with its own statutes and operates 
under the auspices of the United States Province of the Congregation of the Holy Spirit. 

SOL SEM FRONTEIRAS 
 

Sol Sem Fronteiras (Solsef) is an NGO (Non-Governmental Development Organisation) 
founded in 1993. The general objective is to promote the ideals of fraternity and 
solidarity among peoples and among young people from different countries. It is a 

Christian-inspired youth association for young people, acting in a responsible and objective way, 
investing in relevant projects and promoting solidarity in a creative  way across borders.  

All Sol Sans Frontières projects are co-financed by the association, as public/private entities co-finance 
candidate projects only with a certain percentage, which implies the search for self-financing means. 
Among the activities they employ to raise funds include:: 

- The creation and resale of handicrafts and merchandising items (Loja Solidária) 
- Promotion of fundraising campaigns (crowdfunding); 
- Organisation of events (partnerships with restaurants and other establishments) 
- Donations from individuals and companies.  
- Solidarity taxes (IRS) 
- Membership fees    

IODO - Irish Overseas Development Office 
 

IODO, created in 2010, is an initiative of the Province of Ireland that raises funds 
from donor organizations to support the development work of Spiritan 
constituencies in the south. It has no legal personality independent of the province 

and does not engage in general fundraising outside its targeted institutional donors. The office also 
provides technical support, conducts follow-up field visits and facilitates training in the districts. 8 
constituencies that have traditionally had, or currently have, links with the province of Ireland have 
access to funds through IODO - Angola, Brazil, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Mozambique, Southern Sudan, 
and Tanzania. The office is staffed by a full-time lay professional. 


